
Friends and fellow English faculty celebrate Professor Todd Richardson’s (far right) 

promotion to Associate Professor, in August at a San Angelo Colts baseball game.    

See page 3 for more details. (Photo: Rebecca Babcock) 
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Jason Lagapaõs graduate 

seminar examines the 

contributions of 20th 

century experimental 

poet, Charles Bernstein. 

Itõs not often that a 

literature course is 

devoted to intensively 

studying one author, 

but in the case of the 

celebrated experimental 

poet Charles Bernstein, 

there is more than 

enough to go around. In 

Professor Jason 

Lagapaõs upcoming 

graduate seminar, 

students will be 

concentrating on 

Bernsteinõs poetry as 

well as work by other 

Language Poets , the 

school of poetry 

S e m i n a r  S p o t l i g h t :  C h a r l e s  B e r n s t e i n 
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Charles Bernstein 
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Bernstein 

helped found. 

Lagapa also 

plans to trace 

the lineage of 

American 

experimental 

poetry back to 

predecessors 

like Emily 

Dickinson, 

William 

Carlos Williams, Gertrude Stein and e.e. cummings, 

among others.  

Lagapa, an Assistant Professor of English who 

specializes in modern and postmodern American 

poetry, also intends to discuss some of Bernsteinõs 

critical essays from his books A Poetics and My Way , 

to gain a sense of Bernsteinõs poetics and 

understand his critique of mainstream poetry, or 

what Bernstein calls òOfficial Verse Culture.ó 

Some of the questions Lagapa hopes to answer in 

the course include:  

What is the role of politics within literature and 

must an artist or poet be politically engaged?  

How might community organizations and writersõ 

collectives alter conventional notions of 

authorship yet also provide for individual poetic 

identities and styles?  

What are the virtues of experimentation and 

formal innovation in poetry over and above direct 

communication?   

Time :  Mondays, 4:15 -6:55 PM  

Location : FB 012  

Seminar  Spot l igh t :  ENGL 6369.501 
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Jason Lagapa,  

Assistant Professor of English  
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Other Graduate Course                     

Offerings in Spring 2010 

ENGL 6310.501: American Nature Writing 

Instructor : Todd Richardson  

Time :  Wednesdays, 4:15 -6:55 PM  

Location : LL 206  

 

ENGL 6359.MC1: Metaphysical Poetry  

Instructor : Shawn Watson  

Time :  Tuesdays, 5:40 -8:20 PM  

Location : AB 179  

Composition Corner 

The Freshman Writing Award recognizes 

excellence in undergraduate composition 

writing here at UTPB.  English 1301 and 

1302 instructors for the Fall, Spring, or 

Summer semesters of 2009 can nominate 

one essay from each 1301 and 1302 course 

taught during 2009. These student essays 

will demonstrate excellence in composition 

writing. Students are welcome to suggest 

their instructor nominate their essay for 

this award.  

Note to instructors: please erase all identi-

fying information on the paper (studentõs 

name and teacherõs name) and write the 

course number, student's name, teacher's 

name, semester during which the student 

wrote the essay, and student's contact in-

formation (address, phone number, and 

email) on a separate cover sheet.  

Submissions are due to Nichole Rougeau -

Vanderford by December 10, 2009.  Entries 

from Spring 2009, any Summer 2009 ses-

sion, and Fall 2009 are welcomed.  
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Mark Wildermuth  

On the heels of his latest 

book, Print Chaos and 

Complexity: Samuel Johnson 

and Eighteenth -Century 

Media Culture (University of 

Delaware Press, 2008), 

Professor Mark Wildermuth 

is working on a new project 

examining James Ageeõs 

classic screenplay for Night 

of the Hunter  (1955) . The 

Agee Trust has granted 

Professor Wildermuth rare 

access to the original script 

Agee, a Pulitzer Prize winner, 

wrote for the film, as 

Wildermuth is investigating 

Ageeõs contributions to 

cinema and film criticism.  

Wildermuth, a Dunagan 

Research Fellow in the 

Humanities, was also 

awarded in the Chancellorõs 

Council Outstanding 

Teaching Award at the 

Spring awards convocation. 

With UT Chancellor 

Francisco G. Cigarroa in 

attendance, Professor 

Wildermuth thanked the 

faculty and staff of UTPB, 

but said he appreciated his 

students most.  

Todd Richardson  

Professor Todd Richardson  

has had an exciting year. He 

was promoted to Associate 

Professor in the Fall of 2009 

(see photo on page 1 ), and 

was elected president of 

faculty senate. He was also 

elected Secretary / Treasurer 

of the Emerson Society, an 

international author society.  

His paper, òFrom Sensualist 

to Suffragist: the Womanõs 

Journal and the 

Reconstruction of Walt 

Whitmanõs Reputationó was 

warmly received at the 

American Literature 

Association conference in 

Boston in May 2009. He has 

been invited to submit the 

paper for publication in a 

future issue of Walt Whitman 

Quarterly Review . He also 

planned and chaired a panel 

on Emerson and social 

reform at the annual Thoreau 

Gathering in Concord, Mass., 

last summer.  

Professor Richardson has 

written a chapter titled 

òTranscendentalist 

Periodicals,ó which will 

appear in the Oxford 

Handbook to 

Transcendentalism  early next 

year.  Additionally, he has 

written several book reviews 

over the past few months, 

with a couple more in the 

offing.  

Jason Lagapa  

Professor Jason Lagapaõs 

article òParading the Undead: 

Camp, Horror and 

Reincarnation in the Poetry of 

Frank OõHara and John Yauó 

is forthcoming in an 

upcoming issue of Journal of 

Modern Literature . 

Rebecca Day Babcock  

Professor Rebecca Day 

Babcock, Freshman English 

Coordinator, published an 

article on tutoring deaf 

writers in the journal Kansas 

English , and recently had an 

interview, with noted writing 

center scholar Ben Rafoth, 

accepted to Praxis . 

She was also nominated for 

the Regents Outstanding 

Teachers Award at UTPB. Her 

article "Outlaw Tutoring: 

Editing and Proofreading 

Revisited" from the Journal of 

the College Reading and 

Learning Association  was 

Eng l ish  Br ie fs :  Spr ing  2010 
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Graduate Teaching 

Assistants Gain Valuable 

Experience in the 

Classroom 

For graduate students who 

are seeking teaching 

experience as well as a 

steady paycheck, graduate 

teaching assistantships 

provide both.  GTAõs in 

English are paid $10,000 -

$12,000 per academic 

year , and also may seek a 

$500 tuition stipend for 

each semester they are 

enrolled.  

Candidates are accepted 

on the basis of academic 

record and experience, and 

must be enrolled for 9 

hours per semester.  

Assistantships are now 

available for Fall 2010.  

For more information 

about Graduate Teaching 

Assistantships, please visit 

our website:  

http://cas.utpb.edu . 

GTA’s at UTPB have 

the added benefit of 

working in close 

proximity to seasoned 

scholars in the field.  

It is a truly unique 

opportunity. 

ñClark Moreland, 

Class of 2005  

Continued from Page 3  

nominated for the IWCA article of the year, 

2008.  

Sophia Andres  

Professor Sophia Andres, chair of the 

Literature and Languages Department, had 

an article, titled "Gendered Incongruities in 

the Silenced Voice of Pre -Raphaelite 

Paintings," accepted for publication in the 

forthcoming Spring 2010 issue of Studies in 

the Literary Imagination . 

Andres, awarded the prestigious Piper 

Professorship in 2008, also wrote a review of 

Elizabeth Helsingerõs Poetry and the Pre -

Raphaelite Arts: Dante Gabriel Rossetti and 

William Morris  in the journal Nineteenth -

E n g l i s h  B r i e f s ,  C o n t . 

Century Literature (2009).  

Professor Andres has been especially 

active in scholarly conferences this year, 

chairing a panel on "Artistic Assets: 

Marketing Literature through Art," at the 

Emily Carr University of Art and Design / 

University of the Fraser Valley in 

Vancouver B.C., in October. At the 

conference, she also presented a paper 

titled "Marketing the Victorian Novel 

through Pre -Raphaelite Art."  In the 

summer of 2009, she gave a presentation 

at the NAVSA conference and workshop at 

Cambridge University, titled "The Greeks 

for the Victorians."  She is at work on a 

book, tentatively titled Poetry in Painting . 

http://cas.utpb.edu
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writing process and tools to 

acquire confidenceó in their 

work.  

The Writing Center offers 

students tutoring on how to 

brainstorm, develop a thesis, 

organize ideas, and proofread 

their work.  They also offer 

tutorials about citation 

formats, including MLA 

format.  

While many students visit the 

Writing Center in person to 

receive tutoring, they can also 

submit work to the Online 

Writing Lab (OWL).  In order to 

use this service, the UWC asks 

The UTPB Writing Center 

offers student writers the tools 

they need to succeed 

All students, whether they are 

freshmen or graduate 

students, know they 

occasionally need help with 

their writing.  But the 

University Writing Center ( MB 

2100 ) offers much more than 

just aid on your upcoming 

term paper.  

According to Kellye Manning, 

the UWC Director, the Writing 

Centerõs main purpose is to 

òfurnish writers with 

strategies to engage in the 

T a k e  i t  t o  t h e  W r i t i n g  C e n t e r 

that students call ahead (432 -552

-2302) before submitting a paper.  

After calling ahead, students will 

receive an email address where 

they can send their work.  They 

will also receive more information 

about submitting work at that 

time.  

 

Spring UWC Hours  

Monday -Thursday, 9:00 AM -

8:00 PM  

Friday, 9:00 AM -3:00 PM  

Saturday, 10:00 AM -3:00 PM  

Sunday: Closed   

For more information about the University Writing Center, please visit: 

http://cas.utpb.edu/university-writing-center 

George Eliot -George Henry 

Lewes Studies , and Atenea .  

Katie Strain, a first year grad. 

student, had a paper 

accepted for the Pop Culture 

Association / American 

Culture Association 

Conference in St. Louis this 

April. Her paper is titled: 

òGuilty Love or Legal Right: 

The Free Love Movement in 

Kate Chopin's ôThe Stormõ & 

ôAt the 'Cadian Ball.õó It will 

Former Graduate 

Students pursuing Ph.D.õs; 

Theses Defenses 

Upcoming 

Melissa Elston, a 2009 

graduate of UTPBõs 

graduate English program, 

was accepted into the Ph.D. 

program at Texas A&M this 

fall, and has published in 

three scholarly journals 

this year: disClosure,  

G r a d u a t e  S t u d e n t  G r a p e v i n e 

be her first presentation at 

a scholarly conference.  

Eileen Peters, Elizabeth 

Bilbrey, and Charlie Hicks 

will be defending their 

Theses this April. For more 

information about when 

these students will defend 

their theses, please contact 

the English department at 

english@utpb.edu .  

http://cas.utpb.edu/university-writing-center
mailto:english@utpb.edu?subject=Thesis%20Defense%20Time


Contact Information for English 

at UTPB: 

 

Mail:  Department of Literature 

and Languages  

University of Texas of the 

Permian Basin 

4901 E. University Blvd. 

Odessa, TX  79762 

 

Phone: (432) 552-2280 

E-mail: english@utpb.edu 

Or: andres_s@utpb.edu 

Visit us on the web at http://cas.utpb.edu 

Important Dates to Remember 

November 2 -January 11  Open Registration  

January 11  Classes Begin (Late 

Registration)  

January 18  Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday  

March 5  Last Day to File for Graduation  

March 15 -19  Spring Break  

March 26  Last Day to Drop or Withdraw  

March 29  Last day to submit Master's 

Thesis or Project to Committee  

April 30  Last Day to Submit Masterõs  

Thesis or Project to Graduate 

Studies  

May 3 -6  Final Exams  

May 8  Commencement  
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FYI: Professors usually prefer to be contacted through email, rather than by telephone.  If you 

wish to contact an English professor, simply email them by their last name_first initial@utpb.edu. 
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ENGL 6359.720: Studies in Fairytales 

Semester : Whole Summer  

Instructor: Nichole Rougeau -Vanderford  

Topics: The application of psychoanalytic and 

cultural theory to identify and study the ar-

chetypes of classic, modern, and re -visioned 

fairy tales.  

Readings: Bruno Bettelheim's Uses of En-

chantment , Peter and Iona Opie's Classic 

Fairytales ,  Alison Lurie's Oxford Book of Mod-

ern Fairytales , and Gregory Maguire's Confes-

sions of an Ugly Stepsister . 

Time: Online through UTTC  

ENGL 6372.720: Rhetoric and Composition 

Semester : Whole Summer  

Instructor: Rebecca Babcock  

Topics: Composition (theory and practice) at 

the college level.  

Readings: Immediatism or TAZ ; Collision 

Course: Conflict Negotiation and Learning in 

College Composition ; Disciplinary Identities: 

Rhetorical Paths of English, Speech, And 

Composition ; Persons in Process: Four Stories of 

Writing and Personal Development in College ; A 

guide to composition pedagogies ; A Life in 

School; Positions, Relations, Locations   

Time: Online through UTTC  

mailto:english@utpb.edu
mailto:andres_s@utpb.edu
http://cas.utpb.edu

